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As a young person, one 

of the things you can 
exploit very well is 
enthusiasm. I think 
young professors 
breathe a lot of life into 
departments and help 
motivate them to move 

. forward. 

Mary Kay H. Pflum 

Assistant Professor 
Chemistry Wayne State 
University 
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in Atlantic City and New York. At the fonner, 
national officers Mack, Emerson, Crawford and 
Schulze were present, as well as honorary 
member Seibert, and at the latter, national officers 
Mack, Crawford, former President McBain and 

honorary member Mary E. Pennington. 

Ninth Triennial Convention 
The ninth convention was held June 13-17, 1948, 
at Pennsylvania State College with President 
Pauline Beery Mack presiding and Palladium 
chapter as hostess. The chapter roll call was 

Chapter Delegate 

Aurum Ethelda Norberg 
Carbon Charlotte Greene 
Columbium Geraldine Krueger 

Fluorine Marilyn Davies 
Helium Billie Ruth Vanderwerth 
Hydrogen Lucille Hurley 
Indium Elma Lauterman 
Iodine Elizabeth Underhill 
Iridium Elizabeth Knapp 
Kalium Sheryl Holland 
Mercury Elizabeth K. Menner 

Nitrogen Marilyn Chaloupka 

Oxygen Frances Greef 
Palladium Evelyn Marboe 
Platinum Eunice Virtue 
Polonium Helen Ross 
Radium Vera Hecht 
Sulfur Stella Alogdelis 
Tellurium Jessie Temberg 
Tungsten Jeanne Bjork 
Uranium Kathryn Huffman 
Aurum Iodide Elizabeth M. Koch 

The Delegates and national council were housed 
in the Nittany Lion Inn in a delightful country 
club atmosphere. Since this was the first 
convention since 1939, a number ofrevisions of 
the Constitution and By-Laws were in order. The 
chapter historians were directed to make reports 
to the National Editor and Secretary rather than 
to the National Historian whose duty is that of 
archivist and editor of the occasional complete 
history of the organization. New committees, 
authorized by changes in the By-Laws, included 
one on extension and one on national honorary 
members. The yearly issue of The Iotan was 
authorized and the requirements for both 
undergraduate and graduate members were more 
clearly defined. 

The means of financing convention expenses were 
discussed. The Finance Committee was instructed 
to make a plan early in each triennium for the 
convention expense and to notify the chapters of 
the amount. Chapter and alumnae donations for 
this purpose were to be requested. 

A national research award or other project was 
authorized with the appointment of a committee 
of five members to draw up a plan for such a 
project to be approved by the chapters and 

National Council. 

The officers elected were 
President: Essie White Cohn, Platinum 
Vice-President: Gladys A. Emerson, Carbon, 
Hydrogen, Aurum 
Secretary: Anna L. Hoffman, Radium 
Treasurer: Nellie M. Naylor, Aurum 
Editor: Margaret G. Morehouse, Sulfur 

TheTrieonium, 1948to 1951 

ESSIE WHITE COHN 

National President 

1948-1951 
During this period, regional councilors were 
appointed for the first time and a convention fund 
was built up through the generosity of the 
chapters and more than one thousand of the 
alumnae members. An amendment to the constitu­
tion made in 1948 also added to the National 
Council the Past President as ex officio for the 
triennium following her term of office. On June 4, 
1949, the new chapter, Chlorine, was installed at 
Louisiana State University by President Essie 
White Cohn and the new chapter, Manganese, was 
installed by Vice President G ladys A. Emerson at 
Hunter College in New York City. 

The National Council met in Atlantic City on 
September 21, 1949, and authorized the first Iota 
Sigma Pi Research Award. A committee consisting 
of Essie White Cohn ex officio, Icie Macy Hoobler, 
Elizabeth M. Koch, Pauline Beery Mack, Florence 
Seibert and Agnes Fay Morgan, chairman, set up 
the conditions of the award and obtained their 
approval by the National Council. The award was 
to be made for research achievement by a woman 
under 36 years of age, sponsored by a chapter of 
Iota Sigma Pi and preferably a member of the 
organization. Each chapter was asked to name a 
candidate and to provide supporting evidence of 
her achievements. Eleven chapters named ten 
candidates. Two chapters sponsored one candi­
date. The award committee selected Charlotte 
Roderuck of Aurum as the first recipient, and the 
award was made at the tenth convention in Denver 



on June 19, 1951. Dr. Roderuck 's research dealt 
with nutritional status of children and adult 
women. Her research was presented in fourteen 
journal articles. 

The Iota Sigma Pi breakfasts at the American 
Chemical Society conventions continued uninter­
rupted. In St. Louis in September 1948, and in San 
Francisco in March 1949, large and enthusiastic 
groups attended, with two or more National 
Council members present. In Atlantic City in 
September 1949, and in Chicago in September 
1950, a National Council meeting followed the 
breakfast. At the seventy-fifth anniversary 
meeting of the American Chemical Society in New 
York in September 1951, the Iota Sigma Pi 
breakfast group was addressed by Evelyn Laing 
McBain, former National President. She described 
the work of her husband, Dr. James McBain and 
herself in establishing the new National Chemical 
Laboratory in Poona, India. At the breakfast in 
September 1952 at Atlantic City, there were thirty 
members present, including the second National 
President, Zalia Jencks Gailey. 

Tenth Triennial Convention 

This convention was held on the campus of the 
University of Denver in Denver, Colorado, on 
June 17-22, 1951, with Platinum and Tungsten as 
hostess chapters and President Essie W hite Cohn 
as chair. The chapter roll call was 

Chapter Delegate 

Aurum Isabel Christensen 
Aurum Iodide Chi Che Wang 
Carbon Alberta Rhein 
Chlorine 
Fluorine 
Hydrogen 
Iodine 
Iridium 

Paula Sue Richardson 
Jean Stang 
Phyllis V. Watson 
Ella Richards 
Stefanie Barch 

Kalium Shirley Gleason 
Mercury Lucille Ryan 
Nitrogen Elizabeth Johnson 
Oxygen Theodora Edwards 
Palladium Norma Lee Gruver 
Platinum Anna Marie Duval 
Radium Alice Presnell 
Sulfur Jean Grnnlund 
Tellurium Myra Lansford 
Tungsten Janie Britton 
Uranium Helen Ludeman 
Columbium, Helium and Polonium were not 
represented. 

Plans for the 1952 celebration of the Golden 
Jubilee of the founding of Iota Sigma Pi were 
discussed at this meeting. This celebration was 
inspired by the presence of two of the charter 
members of Hydrogen chapter, Lucille Hewitt and 
Katherine Ross, class of 1902. 

The matter of election of national honorary 
members was discussed at length and certain 
recommendations were made for amendment of the 

Constitution section on this subject. These 
recommendations were later approved by the 
chapters and the National Council. An editorial 
board of three members, including the editor, was 
established by vote of the Delegates. There was 
also discussions of the definition and function of 
"alumnae" chapters. The terms "academic" and 
"professional" were proposed as substitutes for 
the present terms "active" and "alumnae." This 
question along with other proposed changes in 
wording of the Constitution and By-Laws was 
referred to the new National Council and the 
chapters. 

The Research Award of 1951 was given during this 
meeting. The Delegates voted to change the name 
of the Loan Fund to Loan and Research Award 
Fund to indicate the intention of the society to 
make research awards at intervals. 

CHARLOTTE RODERUCK 

FirstAward Winner 

1951 

Methods of financing and distributing The Iotan 

were considered with the favorable consideration 
of an invitation to alumnae to pay a small 
subscription, perhaps one dollar per year, for the 
publication. Any surplus would be used for 
convention and research award funds, the first 
suggestion of the membership-at-large. 

The officers elected were 
President: Gladys A. Emerson, Carbon, 

Hydrogen, Aurum 
Vice-President: Margaret G. Morehouse, 

Sulfur 
Secretary: Anna L. Hoffman, Radium 
Treasurer: Anna Marie Duval, Platinum 
Editor: Elizabeth Knapp Smith, Oxygen 

Science moves, but slowly 

slowly, creeping on from 
point to point. 

Lord Alfred Tennyson 

1809-1892 

The Oxford Dictionary 

of Quotations, 3rd ed., 
Oxford University Press 

(1979) 
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