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University, from 1932 to 1936 and then a 

Research Assistant at Tulane from 1936 to 
1938. Agnes met her futme husband Herbert 
Parkes Riley while she was at Tulane. 

After a faculty position for Herbert at the 

University of Washington, Agnes and her 

husband settled in Lexington, Kentucky. H. 
P. Riley was a botanist who served as chair
of his department at the University of
Kentucky. Agnes was not allowed to teach

at the university because of the rule against

spouses working at the same institution.

Agnes proudly told us about her son, who 

attended Phillips Exeter Academy, earned his 
bachelor's at Harvard, and his Ph.D. at 

Berkeley. Agnes had a chuckle when she 

revealed her son and his wife are professors 

in the same department. .. political science. 

Agnes has been active through the years in a 
variety of organizations, ranging from the 

American Cancer Society to a variety of 

historical societies. She has many publica­

tions in history but her initial publication 

was in chemistry, in the Journal of the 

American Chemical Society in 1938." 

At om Centennial Convention in Berkeley, m 
June 2002, some of our members wrote birthday 
greetings to Agnes Riley. She replies: 

(Now) I can write some important letters. 

Of course the first one will be to you. Sixteen 

notes with the most of them containing 

several messages. I think more in all if my 

poor eyes could be trusted. All of them from 

wonderful chemists, some of whom I know 

by reputation. I was deeply moved and 

honored by such attention in my old age. I 

have missed chemistry. I heard that the head 

of the department at Newcomb College of 

Tulane said that she could replace me , of 

course, when I married Herbert and moved 

to the University of Washington. However, 

she said that she could find no one who 

loved chemistry as I did. Therefore I can 

know how much this medal from Iota Sigma 

Pi means to me. I'll love it, and cherish it all 

my life with gratitude. 

In April, 2002, I met a chemist friend, Annette 

Doskey at a local concert in Lousiana, and she was 
going to a 50th year celebration of her graduation 
from Newcomb College in New Orleans. I told her 

all about Agnes Riley. In June, 2002, Ruth 

Benerito, (Iota Sigma Pi Honorary Member), 
received the 2002 Lemelson - Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology Lifetime Achievement 

Award for her role in the invention of permanent 
press cotton at the Southern Regional Research 

Center in New Orleans. Benerito was a chemistry 

professor of Annette Doskey at Newcomb 
College, and Doskey called to congratulate 
Benerito. She related to Annette, "Agnes Riley 
was the best teacher I ever had". Doskey told 
Benerito all about Anges Riley and the centennial. 

Benerito called Agnes Riley in Kentucky and 

renewed their acquaintance. Incidentally, Benerito 

earned her Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry (1948) 

from the University of Chicago, Riley's alma 

mater. 

We should consider that Agnes Riley's career in 
chemistry ended with her marriage. She, however, 
maintained her memberhsip in Iota Sigma Pi for 
more than sixty years. Her excitement at being 
honored with the centennial medallion and her 
notes reflect her enthusiasm for a career not 
fulfilled. Should we not contemplate the loss to 

society of Agnes Riley's teaching skills, love and 

knowledge of chemistry? Certainly, she was not 

alone. 

Sharon V. Vercellotti, Editor 
Iota Sigma Pi 
Covington, Louisiana 
2002 

"Such antinepotism rnles were for many decades a common administrative device used by 

universities to protect themselves from having to consider employing qualified wives and 

perhaps to protect the employed husbands from the legitimate professional competition from 

them as well. What the loss of the professional opportunity meant to these women or to 

science as a whole, which by this wasteful and systematic disqualification lost the contribu­

tion of many highly talented persons, was apparently of little consequence to anyone but the 

married women, who found themselves blamed first for marrying and leaving science and then 

for trying to get back into it!" 

Margaret W. Rossiter, Women Scientists in America Struggles and Strategies to 1940, 

Johns Hopkins University Press (I 982) p. 196. 


